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Maths Dictionary A To Z With
Meanings

maths dictionary a to z with meanings Mathematics is a vast and intricate subject that forms the
foundation of numerous scientific and engineering disciplines. Whether you are a student, educator, or
enthusiast, understanding mathematical terminology is essential for grasping concepts, solving problems,
and communicating ideas effectively. A comprehensive Maths Dictionary from A to Z serves as an
invaluable resource, providing clear and concise definitions of key terms, formulas, and concepts
encountered in mathematics. This article delves into a detailed A to Z guide of mathematical terms,
offering meanings and explanations to enhance your understanding of this fascinating subject.

A to Z of Maths Dictionary with Meanings

A: Algebra, Angle, Approximation
- Algebra: A branch of mathematics dealing with symbols and the rules for manipulating those symbols; it
involves solving equations and understanding relationships between variables. - Angle: The figure formed
by two rays sharing a common endpoint, measured in degrees or radians. - Approximation: An estimate or
near value of a number or expression, used when exact calculation is complex or unnecessary.

B: Binomial, Base, Bisection
- Binomial: An algebraic expression containing exactly two terms, such as (a + b). - Base: The number of
different digits, or symbols, used to represent numbers in a positional numeral system; for example, base
10 in decimal. - Bisection: The process of dividing a segment into two equal parts or dividing an interval
into two equal parts to locate roots in numerical methods.

C: Coefficient, Coordinate, Constant
- Coefficient: A numerical or constant factor in a term of an algebraic expression, e.g., 3 in 3x. -
Coordinate: A set of values that determine a point's position in space, typically expressed as (x, y) in two
dimensions or (x, y, z) in three dimensions. - Constant: A fixed value that does not change, such as 5 or π.

D: Denominator, Derivative, Diameter
- Denominator: The bottom number in a fraction, indicating into how many parts the whole is divided. -
Derivative: A measure of how a function changes as its input changes; it represents the slope of the
tangent line to the function at a point. - Diameter: A straight line passing through the center of a circle,
touching both sides; it is the longest chord of the circle.



E: Equation, Exponent, Euclidean Geometry
- Equation: A mathematical statement indicating the equality of two expressions, e.g., 2x + 3 = 7. -
Exponent: A number indicating how many times to multiply a base by itself, e.g., 2 in 2^3. - Euclidean
Geometry: The study of plane and solid figures based on axioms and theorems attributed to Euclid.

F: Factor, Function, Fraction
- Factor: A number or algebraic expression that divides another number or expression evenly. - Function: A
relation that assigns exactly one output to each input, often written as f(x). - Fraction: A numerical quantity
that is not a whole number, representing a part of a whole, written as numerator/denominator.

G: Geometry, Gradient, GCD (Greatest Common Divisor)
- Geometry: The branch of mathematics concerned with shapes, sizes, relative positions, and properties of
space. - Gradient: The rate of change or slope of a line or curve at a particular point. - GCD: The greatest
common divisor of two or more integers, the largest number dividing them evenly.

H: Hypotenuse, Hypothesis, Histogram
- Hypotenuse: The longest side of a right-angled triangle, opposite the right angle. - Hypothesis: An initial
assumption or proposition that is tested through reasoning or experiments. - Histogram: A graphical
representation that uses bars to show frequency distribution of data.

I: Integer, Inequality, Integral
- Integer: A whole number that can be positive, negative, or zero, without fractional parts. - Inequality: A
mathematical statement indicating that two expressions are not equal, using symbols like <, >, ≤, ≥. -
Integral: A fundamental concept in calculus representing the area under a curve; also refers to the
antiderivative of a function.

J: Justification, Jacobi Elliptic Functions
- Justification: Providing logical reasoning or proof to support a mathematical statement or solution. - Jacobi
Elliptic Functions: Special functions used in solving nonlinear differential equations, with applications in
physics and engineering.

K: Kernel, Kilogram, Knowability
- Kernel: In linear algebra, the set of all vectors mapped to the zero vector by a linear transformation. -
Kilogram: The SI base unit of mass; used in measurements and calculations involving weight. - Knowability:
The property of something that can be known or determined through observation or reasoning.
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L: Line, Limit, LCM (Least Common Multiple)
- Line: A straight one-dimensional figure extending infinitely in both directions. - Limit: The value that a
function approaches as the input approaches a particular point. - LCM: The smallest multiple common to
two or more numbers.

M: Mean, Median, Matrix
- Mean: The average of a set of numbers, calculated by summing all values and dividing by the count. -
Median: The middle value in a data set when arranged in order. - Matrix: A rectangular array of numbers or
symbols arranged in rows and columns.

N: Number, Numerator, Nth Term
- Number: A mathematical object used to count, measure, and label. - Numerator: The top part of a
fraction, indicating how many parts are considered. - Nth Term: The general term in a sequence that
defines any term based on its position n.

O: Operation, Origin, Odds
- Operation: A mathematical process, such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division. - Origin: The
point (0,0) in a coordinate system from which measurements are made. - Odds: The likelihood of an event
happening, expressed as a ratio or probability.

P: Polygon, Pi, Probability
- Polygon: A closed plane figure with straight sides. - Pi (π): The ratio of the circumference of a circle to its
diameter, approximately 3.14159. - Probability: A measure of the likelihood that an event will occur.

Q: Quadratic, Quotient, Question
- Quadratic: Relating to the second degree, often referring to quadratic equations of the form ax^2 + bx +
c = 0. - Quotient: The result obtained when one number is divided by another. - Question: A problem or
inquiry requiring a mathematical solution.

R: Radius, Ratio, Remainder
- Radius: The distance from the center of a circle to any point on its circumference. - Ratio: A comparison
of two quantities expressed as a fraction or with a colon. - Remainder: The amount left over after division.

S: Square, Sum, Scalar
- Square: A four-sided polygon with equal sides and right angles; also, the result of multiplying a number
by itself. - Sum: The result of adding two or more numbers or expressions. - Scalar: A quantity that has
only magnitude, such as temperature or mass.



T: Triangle, Term, Transformation
- Triangle: A three-sided polygon. - Term: An individual number or variable in an expression or sequence. -
Transformation: A change in the position, size, or shape of a figure.

U: Unit, Union, Uniform
- Unit: A standard measurement of a quantity. - Union: The set containing all elements from two or more
sets. - Uniform: Consistent or the same throughout.

V: Vertex, Volume, Variable
- Vertex: A point where two or more curves, lines, or edges meet. - Volume: The amount of space occupied
by a three-dimensional object. - Variable: A symbol representing an unknown or changeable quantity.

W: Whole Number, Width, Wavelength
- Whole Number: Non-negative integers including zero. - Width: The measurement of an object from side to
side. - Wavelength: The distance between successive crests of a wave.

X: X-axis, X-coordinate, X-intercept
- X-axis: The horizontal axis in a coordinate system. - X-coordinate: The

Maths Dictionary A to Z with Meanings: A Comprehensive Guide for Learners and Enthusiasts

In the vast universe of mathematics, terminology can often seem intimidating or overwhelming, especially
for beginners or those venturing into advanced topics. To navigate this terrain effectively, a well-structured
resource like a Maths Dictionary A to Z with Meanings becomes indispensable. This guide aims to
demystify mathematical jargon, providing clear definitions and explanations for key terms spanning from
the alphabet’s first letter to the last, ensuring that learners at all levels can build confidence and deepen
their understanding of mathematics.

Introduction to a Maths Dictionary A to Z with Meanings

Mathematics is a language of its own, filled with symbols, concepts, and terms that are essential for
grasping complex ideas across various branches such as algebra, geometry, calculus, statistics, and more.
An alphabetized dictionary serves as a quick reference and learning tool, offering concise, accurate
definitions that clarify the meaning and context of each term.

Whether you're a student preparing for exams, a teacher designing curriculum, or a curious mind exploring
new mathematical horizons, this comprehensive A to Z guide aims to provide an accessible yet thorough
explanation of foundational and advanced terms alike. Let’s embark on this journey through the alphabet,
uncovering the building blocks of mathematics.

A to Z of Mathematics Terms

A: Average (Mean)
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Definition: The sum of a set of numbers divided by the count of numbers in the set.1.
Explanation: Often called the "mean," the average gives a central value for a data set. For example, for2.
numbers 2, 4, 6, the average is (2+4+6)/3 = 4.

B: Binomial

Definition: An algebraic expression with two terms, such as (a + b).1.
Explanation: Binomials are fundamental in algebra, especially in binomial theorem expansions, which2.
describe the powers of binomial expressions.

C: Calculus

Definition: A branch of mathematics focusing on limits, derivatives, integrals, and infinite series.1.
Explanation: Calculus is essential for understanding change and motion, with applications across2.
physics, engineering, and economics.

D: Derivative

Definition: A measure of how a function changes as its input changes.1.
Explanation: Often represented as f'(x), derivatives help analyze slopes of curves and rates of change.2.

E: Equation

Definition: A mathematical statement asserting the equality of two expressions.1.
Example: 2x + 3 = 7.2.

F: Factor

Definition: To break down a number or algebraic expression into simpler components that multiply to1.
produce the original.
Example: Factors of 12 are 2, 2, and 3; factors of x² - 9 are (x + 3)(x - 3).2.

G: Geometry

Definition: The branch of mathematics concerned with shapes, sizes, positions, and dimensions.1.
Explanation: Geometry explores properties of points, lines, angles, surfaces, and solids.2.

H: Hypotenuse

Definition: The longest side of a right-angled triangle, opposite the right angle.1.
Explanation: Pythagorean theorem relates the hypotenuse to the other two sides: a² + b² = c².2.

I: Integral

Definition: A fundamental concept in calculus representing the accumulation of quantities.1.
Explanation: Integrals are used to compute areas under curves and total accumulated quantities.2.

J: Junction (in Graph Theory)

Definition: A point where two or more edges meet in a graph.1.
Explanation: Junctions help analyze networks, such as transportation or communication systems.2.

K: Kinematics



Definition: The branch of mechanics that describes motion without considering forces.1.
Explanation: Kinematics involves analyzing displacement, velocity, and acceleration.2.

L: Length

Definition: The measurement of the longest dimension of an object.1.
Explanation: Fundamental in geometry and measurement tasks.2.

M: Mean

Definition: Synonymous with average; sum of values divided by the count.1.
Note: The term "mean" is often used interchangeably with "average."2.

N: Number Line

Definition: A straight line representing real numbers, used to visualize numerical relationships.1.
Explanation: It helps in understanding addition, subtraction, and inequalities.2.

O: Origin

Definition: The point (0,0) in a coordinate system.1.
Explanation: Serves as the reference point for locating all other points.2.

P: Prime Number

Definition: A natural number greater than 1 with no divisors other than 1 and itself.1.
Examples: 2, 3, 5, 7, 11.2.

Q: Quadratic Equation

Definition: An equation of the form ax² + bx + c = 0, where a ≠ 0.1.
Explanation: Solutions are found using factoring, completing the square, or quadratic formula.2.

R: Radius

Definition: The distance from the center of a circle to any point on its circumference.1.
Explanation: Used in calculating the area (πr²) and circumference (2πr).2.

S: Statistics

Definition: The branch of mathematics dealing with data collection, analysis, interpretation, and1.
presentation.
Explanation: Crucial in research, decision-making, and understanding data trends.2.

T: Theorem

Definition: A statement that has been proven based on logical reasoning and axioms.1.
Example: Pythagorean theorem.2.

U: Unit

Definition: A standard measurement of quantity.1.
Examples: Meter, second, kilogram.2.

V: Variable
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Definition: A symbol representing an unknown or changeable value.1.
Explanation: Variables are used in equations and expressions to generalize relationships.2.

W: Whole Number

Definition: Non-negative integers, including zero.1.
Examples: 0, 1, 2, 3, ...2.

X: X-Axis

Definition: The horizontal axis in a coordinate plane.1.
Explanation: Used alongside the Y-axis to plot points and graph functions.2.

Y: Y-Coordinate

Definition: The vertical component of a point in the coordinate plane.1.
Explanation: Combined with the X-coordinate to identify a point's position.2.

Z: Zero

Definition: The integer that represents the absence of quantity.1.
Explanation: Zero is crucial as both a number and a placeholder in our number system.2.

Deep Dive into Selected Key Terms

Understanding the Significance of Fundamental Terms

Calculus (C):

Calculus is often regarded as the pinnacle of mathematical analysis because it provides tools to model and
analyze change. Its two main branches, differential calculus (derivatives) and integral calculus, are
interconnected through the fundamental theorem of calculus, which links the process of differentiation
with integration. Applications include physics (motion analysis), economics (cost optimization), and
engineering (system modeling).

Prime Numbers (Q):

Prime numbers are the building blocks of natural numbers, as every number greater than 1 can be
factored into primes. Their properties underpin cryptography, especially in algorithms like RSA encryption,
securing digital communications.

Theorem (T):

Theorems are the backbone of mathematical proof. For example, Euclid’s theorem proved the infinitude of
primes, revolutionizing number theory. Understanding the structure of proofs enhances logical reasoning
and critical thinking.

Statistics (S):

In a data-driven world, statistics help interpret information accurately. Concepts such as mean, median,
mode, variance, and standard deviation provide insights into data distributions, enabling informed
decision-making across disciplines.

Practical Applications of Mathematical Terms



The words and concepts from this dictionary are not merely academic; they have tangible applications:

Engineering: Using derivatives and integrals to analyze forces and energy.1.
Computer Science: Applying algorithms involving graphs (junctions, paths) and number theory (prime2.
numbers).
Finance: Employing statistics and probability to assess risks and forecast trends.3.
Physics: Utilizing geometry, calculus, and kinematics to describe the universe.4.

Building Your Mathematical Vocabulary

Creating a personal Maths Dictionary enhances comprehension and retention. Here are tips:

Start Small: Focus on core terms like addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.1.
Use Visuals: Diagrams of shapes, graphs, and coordinate planes aid understanding.2.
Practice Definitions: Write out explanations in your own words.3.
Connect Terms: Understand how concepts relate; for example, how the radius relates to the area of a4.
circle.
Regular Review: Periodically revisit your dictionary to reinforce learning.5.

Conclusion

A Maths Dictionary A to Z with Meanings is more than just a list of terms; it’s a gateway to understanding
the language of mathematics. By familiarizing yourself with these definitions, you lay a strong foundation
for exploring more complex ideas and solving real-world problems. Whether you're a student eager to
excel in exams, a teacher guiding learners, or a lifelong enthusiast, mastering the vocabulary of
mathematics empowers you to think logically, analyze critically, and appreciate the elegance of this
universal language.

Mathematics is a journey of discovery, and knowing the words that describe its concepts is the first step
toward mastery. Keep exploring, questioning, and expanding your mathematical

Questions & Answers About maths dictionary a to z with
meanings

No Question Answer

1 What is a 'Prime Number' in a
Maths Dictionary from A to Z?

A prime number is a natural number greater than 1 that has
no positive divisors other than 1 and itself.

2 What does 'Geometry' refer to in a
Maths Dictionary?

Geometry is the branch of mathematics concerned with the
properties and relations of points, lines, surfaces, and solids.

3 What is 'Algebra' as defined in a
Maths Dictionary?

Algebra is a branch of mathematics dealing with symbols and
the rules for manipulating those symbols to solve equations.

4 What does 'Mean' mean in a Maths
Dictionary?

Mean, or average, is the sum of all numbers divided by the
count of numbers.

5 What is a 'Rectangle' according to
a Maths Dictionary?

A rectangle is a quadrilateral with four right angles and
opposite sides equal in length.
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6 Define 'Factor' in a Maths
Dictionary.

A factor is a number that divides another number exactly
without leaving a remainder.

7 What does 'Exponents' mean in a
Maths Dictionary?

Exponents are mathematical notation indicating the number
of times a number is multiplied by itself.

8 What is 'Probability' in a Maths
Dictionary?

Probability is a measure of how likely an event is to occur,
expressed as a ratio or percentage.

9 What does 'Coordinates' refer to in
a Maths Dictionary?

Coordinates are values that determine a specific point's
position in a plane, usually written as (x, y).

mathematics, dictionary, A to Z, definitions, terms, algebra, geometry, calculus, formulas, explanations
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